Minutes of Meeting
Lake Topanemus Park Commission

Wednesday, April 17, 2024
Borough Hall
30 Mechanic Street
Freehold, New Jersey 07728

e (all to Order / Statement of Compliance Meeting was called to order at 6:56 pm with the Open
Public Meetings Act.

e Roll Call
Commissioners
Present: Absent:

Roger Kane Greg Jewell
Bob Higley
Joe Luongo

Mike Phillips
Chris Kean
Kirk Tibbett

Edward Daley

Secretary: Lisa Tiedemann
Guests: Michael DiBenedetto, Bill Degnan, Jim Lau, Jessica Schoener, and Mary Ann Kenny

¢ Introduction of Guests:

e Jessica Schoener and Mary Ann Kenny representatives of the Freehold Elks Lodge #1454
reported on funding approval by the Freehold Elks Lodge #1454 for the communication
board to be placed at the lake. Jessica stated she researched companies and found the
best product and which one offered the whole package. Commissioners Daley and Tibbett
will meet with Jessica and Mary Ann at the park to decide on the best location for the
board. The commission agreed to make arrangements to install the board. Discussion of
how the board works, who would be using it, and materials used in making the board.

e Review of minutes from March 20,2024.
Motion to accept the minutes as presented made by Commissioner Luongo, seconded by
Commissioner Tibbett. All in favor.

e Treasurer’s report —
¢ Commissioner Luongo reported a balance as of April 17, 2024 of $2,179.22. Approval
requested for recurring monthly expenses toilet rental, and secretarial services - $316.00
Motion to accept report as presented and approval of expenses made by Commissioner Daley,
Seconded by Commissioner Higley. All in favor.

e Correspondence
e Email request received from the Monmouth County Democrats for use of the park for a
Day of Diversity on September 7,2024. They will supply proof of insurance and a $500.00
donation to the Lake Topanemus Commission.
¢ An OPRA request was made by Freehold Township resident Judith Blair. Commissioner
Luongo responded.
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Old Business —

Lake Restoration — Commissioner Kane reported that the grass has been growing and
thriving, additional work is needed on the fencing and the Freehold Borough Public Works
will level out the dirt so that more seed can be spread.
Projects for 2023 —

e Lake Banks — Spring work project

* Bumpers in Parking Lot — Spring work project

*» Widening parking lot entrances — Spring work project

» Structure behind Shed — On hold

* Underbrush Clean Up — Commissioner Kane reported he will contact the Monmouth

County Probation Office to request a volunteer.

New Business — Spring Work Project scheduled for May 11, 2024 at 9:00am

Commissioners Report-

Commissioner Higley -Reported that he was at the park to open the gates for the Son Rise
Service held on Easter Sunday and spent a lovely morning out on the lake.

Commissioner Phillips — No report at this time.

Commissioner Tibbett -No report at this time.

Commissioner Daley — No report at this time.

Commissioner Luongo — Stated he would not be available for the work project.
Commissioner Kean — Asked whether the trees in the parking lot could be pushed back to
make it wider and to take a look at them during the work project over the weekend.

Guest Reports —

Mike DiBenedetto — Reported that he will set up a meeting with Freehold Township
representatives Tom Cook and Peter Valesi, Freehold Borough representative Stephen
Gallo, Commissioner Luongo and himself.

Jim Lau — Reported he contacted the Patch three times but never received a call back, he
will continue to try and reach them.

Bill Degnan — Asked if the volunteers were thanked and suggested the Sign-Up sheet be
updated.

Public Comments — None

Adjournment — Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Commissioner Luongo, seconded by Commissioner Daley.
All in favor.
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