HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2025 ANNUAL REPORT - RECOMMENDATIONS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND
GOALS FOR 2026

A review of our work in 2025:

The Committee began 2025 with our first official recommendation to the Borough Council,
recommending the slogan “Freehold Borough — Where Hearts, Minds, and Doors are Open”
to be added to the Borough website, on headers for email blasts, newsletters and social
media posts. At this time that recommendation has not been acted upon by the Mayor or
Council.

The Committee recommended the first annual Unity Day designation and a Unity Day Walk,
which was held on April 5, 2025, to reinforce community pride and to get neighbors talking
to neighbors. It was a big success with members of the community as well as members of
council in attendance. This year’s Unity Walk has been scheduled for April 11. 2026 and we
hope to see everyone there.

Committee members were happy to attend and support the Freehold Borough Library at a
story time event for the Transgender Day of Visibility, also in April. The Committee seeks to
work with the Library again in 2026 for other such readings and/or speakers.

The Committee recommended and continues to advise that the Mayor, Council, and
municipal employees, participate in various diversity and inclusion training and conflict
resolution seminars to be able to better communicate with residents when it comes to
topics that are perceived to be controversial.

The Committee recommended a number of flag raisings in 2025 and will expand on those in
2026. Flagraisingsin 2025 included LGBTQ+ Recognition Month and Juneteenth. In months
where a flag was not available, Proclamations were prepared for Council meetings, including
Hispanic Heritage Month. Aflagis to be ordered for Hispanic Heritage Month to be raised in
2026.

The Committee was able to provide “Freehold Borough Believes” garden flags at various
events throughout the year. The flags state “In Freehold Borough, We Believe in Hope, Peace,
Kindness, Love, Justice and Equality.” The flags represent the purpose of HRAC and enhance
the community spirit. Many residents expressed their wish that we had more to replace ones
that faded - unfortunately we had to advise that we are currently unable to do so, as we have
not been allocated a budget.

The Committee had a presence at numerous events in 2025 including the Unity Walk,
Transgender Day of Visibility, Juneteenth Celebration, Olde Freehold Day, Latino Festival,



September 11" Memorial, Vaccines and Veggies event, and the Senior Holiday Lunch. We
plan to attend again in 2026 and expand to other events if possible. The Committee is
pleased to be able to partner with other groups and agencies for these important events but
feel that we would be able to provide additional services as an independent committee if we
had access to a budget, especially since we are unable to raise funds due to restrictions on
groups not classified as a commission.

Looking forward into 2026...

The Committee is looking to host a Utility Assistance Day in 2026. Annually, the Board of
Public Utilities goes to various towns to present options to residents seeking help with their
electric and gas bills. The Committee is requesting that this year’s site be in Freehold
Borough.

The Committee is also looking to host a program on the topic of Financial Literacy in 2026.

The Committee has posted various items of diverse interest on our Facebook page to inform
people of events or services available for various topics, including Equal Opportunity
Support Service, an organization which aims to assist families of differently abled individuals
with special needs, find resources like transportation, physical therapy, respite care,
recreation, job training etc.

The Committee is looking to collaborate with the Mayor’s Wellness Committee on setting up
Sign Language Training courses for members of the community.

The framework for our proposed Befriend a Neighbor program is being developed in 2026.
The Committee has been working on getting a program together that will match volunteers
with Senior Citizens in the Borough that need assistance with chores like shoveling snow,
minor repairs, yard work etc.

The Committee was happy to gain some new members this year and hopes to add more in
2026 to increase the diversity within our committee, especially those who can represent our
Spanish-speaking neighbors.

The Committee recommends that the Mayor and Council set up a gathering of all the
Borough volunteer committees in 2026 to have the members get to know each other and gain
an understanding of what each committee does. Further, the Human Relations Advisory
Committee would like to present our goals of inclusion and diversity with those other
committees, so they incorporate these concepts in their planning and operations as well.

Due to recent unsettling events taking place on the Federal level, the Committee feels it is
more important than ever that the Borough Council and the rest of our community actively
support and protect the rights of our immigrant friends and neighbors. We seek to be more



present at Council meetings and we remain open to hearing from the members of the
community through 2026 and beyond. Mayor and council, we encourage everyone to follow
our Facebook page, repost our information on the Borough page, share your thoughts with
us individually or as a group, and never hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns.
HRAC and its volunteer members remain dedicated to fostering inclusion, diversity and
equity in our beautiful community — we want everyone to love and respect the people in this
town as much as we do.





