Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
April 6, 2023

In attendance: Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Councilman Adam Reich, Claire Morales,
Christine Gregory, Wanda Richards-Clarke; By phone: Elisha Carter, Faith Edwards, Rev. Ron
Sparks

Not In Attendance: Margaret Rogers, Wagner Menendez, Sgt. Santana

Meeting called to order 6:04pm.

New Member - committee welcomed Joanna Connelly as official member of the HRAC, having
been confirmed at the April 3" Council Meeting (term expiring 12/31/2025)

Calendar of Events — Carrie reminded committee members about the Google Doc that is in
place with the list of volunteer opportunities. Committee members were encouraged to go to the
form and sign up.

Juneteenth — Reverend Sparks provided update on Juneteenth event being planned by the
Monmouth County Diversity Alliance: Saturday 6/17 will be an outdoor event in front of the
Hall of Records with music, vendors, food and live entertainment and Sunday 6/18 will be the
black-tie event held at the Bella Vista Country Club in Marlboro. Rev. Sparks indicated that the
Court Street School will also be holding a separate Juneteenth event at the Court Street School.
Carrie suggested that the HRAC reserve a table and provide additional support for set-up and
take-down as needed. Rev. Sparks sent information on how to reserve vendor table and will
follow up with Carrie in regards to other volunteer opportunities.

Pride Month — Carrie inquired about having Mayor and Council create a resolution for Pride
Month in the Borough and Adam indicated he thinks that would be approved, requesting that she
look up a template or create a sample for the Mayor and Council to review prior to formal
approval. Carrie will do so and send to Adam for consideration.

Freehold Pride Flags — Adam spoke with Printing2Go and that they reported a delay in
response from the manufacturer, but that they would reach out to him with quotes as soon as
possible. Committee reviewed sample art for the flags and came to an agreement with the overall
concept. Adam indicated he will work with Printing2Go with the flag mockup and discuss bulk
order cost differentials and lead time for production.

Equality Initiative Lawn Signs — Adam suggested working with Steve and Sascha about
sending out an email blast promoting the Equality Initiative lawn signs with community
members sending email to HRAC with request for free lawn sign. Jenny will look for original
application from 2021 to use as a template.

Kiosk — Adam reached out to two kiosk companies (Peerless Audio Visual and Meridian) for
quotes and/or suggestions regarding types of kiosks that the committee was considering. Adam
reported that both companies provided literature on “wayfinding kiosks”, which cost anywhere
from $14,000-$20,000 before programming and software costs. Adam indicated that this project



may be too much of an ask as a Participatory Budgeting (PB) suggestion but may be something
that the committee can develop as a viable option to recommend to the council. Committee
members discussed various locations that would benefit from this kiosk to best serve Borough
residents as well as the potential need for upkeep and programming needs. Adam indicated he
would be willing to do an initial draft of a PB application for the kiosk idea in the event it could
be considered.

Memorial Day Parade — Carrie reported that the conversation is still in progress regarding
marching en masse as Borough volunteers, again encouraging committee members to join.

Councilman Reich’s Report — Adam mentioned the Borough-Wide Yard Sale on May 13™
from 9am-3pm with all community members encouraged to participate. The 12" Annual Mayors
Cleanup is the following week on May 20" from 8am-2pm with multiple bulk pickup options as
well as shredding trucks at Borough Hall. Dumpsters will be available on May 21% for final
chance for disposal of trash/bulk/etc. — Adam suggested sponsoring a community-wide “clean
up” event where we promote community members taking initiative with trash bags and gloves to
clean up trash on streets, yards, public spaces. Committee felt this was a good plan and would
research options and discuss further details on what/who could be involved.

New Business — 1) Rev. Sparks reported that he is working with Monmouth County Department
of Human Services to incorporate their Stigma-Free Initiative, a collaborative campaign against
the stigma of mental illness and substance use disorder in Monmouth County, Rev. Sparks
offered to email the pamphlet of information and to discuss more at the next meeting, 2) Elisha
indicated she and her husband were considering starting a non-profit program that would pair
local mechanics with people in the community who would be interested in learning more about
basic car maintenance. This would be local volunteer mechanics who would provide the service.
Rev. Sparks reported that he might be able to provide some support and suggested they talk
offline about resource sharing, 3) Faith shared that she would like to offer monthly or quarterly
free financial literacy classes/seminars, that she would be available to provide the training herself
at no cost to the Borough or the attendees, 4) Carrie indicated that Neighborhood Connections to
Health is still looking to interview people for the disabilities grants and encouraged those
interested to reach out to her via email.

Approval of Minutes — committee members unanimously voted to approve the March minutes.
Next HRAC meeting is May 4, 2023 at 6:00pm at Borough Hall.

Meeting adjourned 7:04pm.



