
Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting 

May 4, 2023 

 

In-person attendance:  Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Councilman Adam Reich, Sgt. Santana, 

Christine Gregory, Wanda Richards-Clarke, Rev. Ron Sparks; Virtual attendance: Margaret 

Rogers, Claire Morales, Elisha Carter, Joanna Connelly, Faith Edwards 

Not In Attendance: Wagner Menendez 

 

Meeting called to order 6:02pm. 

 

Pride Month – Carrie and Adam reported that a resolution was presented to the Mayor and 

Steve Gallo, which was approved at the last council meeting. Adam reported that the 

proclamation would be read at the next council meeting (May 15th) as it was the only council 

meeting left prior to the start of Pride Month in June. Adam reported that the Borough will be 

purchasing a pride flag. Carrie agreed to post the information on the HRAC Facebook page. 

 

Juneteenth – Reverend Sparks provided update on Juneteenth event being planned by the 

Monmouth County Diversity Alliance. Still looking for vendors, looking for food vendors 

specifically. Jenny indicated that a table has been reserved for HRAC but that committee 

members (BYO table, chairs and tent) could also be available to help clean up, etc. on Saturday. 

Rev. Sparks also encouraged all to register for the Gala event on Sunday. Carrie also indicated a 

separate event will be held at Court Street School on Saturday from 1-5pm, which Margaret 

confirmed. Margaret indicated that she was not yet sure what the agenda would be, and that she 

would keep us updated.  

 

New HRAC Flyers – Joanna agreed to put together an updated flyer for HRAC for distribution 

at Juneteenth and other future events. Carrie offered to help with this project.  

 

Freehold Pride Flags – Committee voted to approve the mockup for the flag, and Adam will 

reach out to Printing2go and get the quote for the webstore and then send all required 

information to the Borough to get the webstore open as soon as possible. Adam reported that 

there may be an out-of-pocket expense if we are unable to sell the number of units that we have 

ordered, but he feels we can sell out if we cross-advertise. Carrie suggested Downtown Freehold 

and the weekly email blasts. Carrie also suggested including a version of the Human Rights 

Pledge (https://humanrights.albion.edu/human-rights-pledge) found by Adam, either on the flyer 

for the garden flags and/or on the flyers we would bring to events. Committee agreed to 

incorporate this in some way.  

 

Nye Jones – Margaret agreed to take the lead with initiating the partnership with Nye, as there 

had been some difficulty connecting and the committee is still interested in working with her to 

help HRAC grow. 

 

Memorial Day Parade – Carrie reminded members that there will be a Volunteers of Freehold 

Borough group walking in the Memorial Day Parade and encouraged all to come and represent 

by wearing HRAC t-shirts and walking with HRAC banner. 

 



Councilman Reich’s Report – Adam scheduled a meeting with Meridian in regards to kiosk 

proposal which would be eventually submitted as a Participatory Budgeting project. Adam is 

working on finalizing the application, which will be sent out to the full committee once 

completed. In the event the project is not chosen, Adam indicated there should be opportunities 

to apply for grants and/or sponsors.  

 

Stigma Free Initiative – Rev. Sparks indicated that Councilpersons Annette Jordan and Sharon 

Shutzer met with Lynn Seaward from Monmouth County Division of Behavioral Health to 

develop a resolution for Freehold Borough. Once that is completed they will work with the town 

offices on compliance. Rev. Sparks suggested HRAC can start networking with local businesses 

to see if they are interested in participating. 

 

Finance Workshops – Faith and Adam have been discussing ways to organize the workshops, 

possibly using Court Street School. Adam indicated Court Street School Board of Directors 

meets next on May 28th and it should be on their agenda. HRAC will be available to cross-

sponsor with Court Street School if approved. Adam and/or Margaret will keep us updated. 

 

New Business – Thursday, May 11th is a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Always Responsive Home 

Care, 78 Court Street. RSVP deadline has passed, but Adam indicated they would likely accept 

walk-ins. Adam indicated they may be a good resource for senior events moving forward. Sgt. 

Santana indicated that the Freehold Borough PD will be tabling at Juneteenth as well and is 

hoping to engage the youth attending the event. Christine mentioned the Mayor’s Cleanup on 

May 20th encouraging all to attend.  

 

Approval of Minutes – committee members unanimously voted to approve the April minutes. 

 

Next HRAC meeting is June 1, 2023 at 6:00pm at Borough Hall.  

 

Meeting adjourned 7:03pm. 


