Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
July 6, 2023

In-person attendance: Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Claire Morales, Councilman Adam Reich,
Christine Gregory, Margaret Rogers; Virtual attendance: Rev. Ron Sparks,

Not in attendance: Wanda Richards-Clarke, Elisha Carter, Joanna Connelly

Wagner Menendez, Faith Edwards, Sgt. Santana

Meeting called to order 6:07pm

Guest Attendee — Resident Tom Baldwin came to speak to the committee to discuss his
concerns about the implications of the name for Olde Freehold Day, specifically in regards to the
term “Olde”. Mr. Baldwin spoke to historical inequities and conflicts, discrimination against
Black residents and other residents of color. Mr. Baldwin spoke to the committee about personal
experiences he and others in his family and extended social network in regards to segregation in
schools, housing and job opportunities. Mr. Baldwin reported that he has been trying to appeal to
the organizers to change the name to allow for a celebration of the town without using the term
“olde.” Mr. Baldwin’s concerns were recognized and validated by the committee members and
agreed to discuss his concerns with the Business Administrator and also to attempt to open
communication with the planning committee to help share in his concerns. Mr. Baldwin
expressed appreciation for the opportunity to talk to the committee and will be contacted with
any updates, as they become available.

Nye Jones - Margaret will follow up with her again to attempt to engage her services to assist in
operationalizing ways to improve diversity, equity, and inclusion in Freehold Borough.

Approval of Minutes - committee members present unanimously approved the June minutes.

Volunteer Opportunity — Olde Freehold Day is asking for volunteers and Carrie hopes to be
able to sell some garden flags during the event. Adam suggested setting up by the tractor pickup
and drop-offs to hopefully get a wider audience for sales. Otherwise the committee will try and

Borough Pride Garden Flag - sales continue to be slower than expected. We will have flags
available for sale at Olde Freehold Day and other scheduled summer events. Margaret suggested
asking Downtown Freehold if flags can be sold at Concert and Movie Nights and Carrie agreed
to reach out. Committee members also brainstormed other ways to promote and sell flags in
other arenas.

Holiday Walking Tour — Adam was approached by Kevin Coyne about combining forces with
the HRAC Holiday Walking Tour with Historic Preservation and the Freehold Borough Library
to incorporate all three groups to celebrate the library’s “re-opening” post-construction.
Discussion around plans to incorporate members from all committees and develop a combined
work group.

9/11 Ceremony — committee members will start planning for the 2024 9/11 commemoration;
Sascha can connect us with performer Jimmy Armor for Star Spangled Banner, as well as who to



connect with regarding seating/stage usage/AV equipment as well as DPW and FBPD for road
closures. Committee members are needed to attend the event.

Information Kiosk — Adam provided monthly update on information kiosk, with Meridian
being preferred vendor after looking over all specs and estimated cost. Adam will finalize
application for submission to Participatory Budget Committee.

Misc. — Claire continues to work on organizing pen pal program, though it is had been slowed
down as a result of a change in superintendents as Dr. Howe transitioned out and Dr. Tomazic
begins his interim term. Adam congratulated the committee in a successful Pride Flag raising
event and Carrie indicated that next year Casa Freehold has expressed interest in hosting an get
together in collaboration with the flag raising. Adam indicated that the committee still has open
slots and encouraged committee members to reach out to other diverse members of the
community who may be open to joining the committee.

Next HRAC meeting is August 3, 2023.

Meeting adjourned at 7:23pm



