Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
August 3, 2023

In-person attendance: Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Claire Morales, Councilman Adam Reich,
Christine Gregory, Faith Edwards; Virtual attendance: Joanna Connelly, Rev. Ron Sparks

Not in attendance: Margaret Rogers, Wanda Richards-Clarke, Elisha Carter, Wagner Menendez,
Sgt. Santana.

Meeting called to order 6:06pm

Olde Freehold Day — Carrie requested volunteers to table at Olde Freehold Day to try and
promote the committee and sell more garden flags. Adam offered to provide a table and Carrie
confirmed she will be there if others would be agreeable. Adam indicated that he will be
volunteering to be dunked at the dunk tank but would be at the event too. Claire and Christine
also indicated that they would be there. Carrie also indicated that once the event is over she
would like to reach out on behalf of the committee to start a dialogue with the Olde Freehold
Day committee to discuss concerns brought to the committee from community members

9/11 Commemoration — HRAC has been tasked with organizing the 9/11 Commemoration this
year; Jenny has a PDF of last year’s program and will work with Sascha, Carrie and Adam to
outreach last year’s participants and identify new people to invite.

Holiday Walking Tour — Carrie requested that HRAC have someone who is point of contact to
work with the library and other participants to collaborate on the Holiday Walking Tour. Joanna
offered to participate as HRAC liaison and Jenny reported that she is already involved as a
library trustee, so she can also give support from HRAC. Adam indicated that the Walking Tour
would likely be modified to allow for the library as a celebratory end-point to showcase the
grand reopening of the library post-construction.

Pride — Carrie shared that she was approached by Sgt. Santana who indicated he was interested

in working with the FBPD to wear pride pins on their uniforms as a way to show inclusivity and
safety for LGBTQ+ populations. She will be having continued conversations with Sgt. Santana

and others on FBPD in regards to this plan.

Councilman’s Report — Adam reported that council only meets once a month during the
summer; also reporting that the new pumping station is being adjusted to improve the reports of
sedimentation in the water — Adam requested that if anyone sees any posts on facebook or other
social media sites with complaints, etc. that we provide the dedicated number to talk to the
Borough and/or to contact Borough Hall to improve the ability to be proactive; finally Adam
reminded the committee of other summer activities such as the Downtown Freehold summer
concert series, Mayors Wellness and Freehold Rec’s Freehold Borough Day at the Jersey Shore
Blue Claws game later in the month.

Pen Pal Program — Claire reported that she is having trouble finding organizations that facilitate
the pen pal program as was envisioned by the committee. Adam suggested asking the Education
Foundation for support. Claire and Adam both indicated that it might be better to develop our



own program rather than relying on existing programs. Carrie suggested incorporating Education
Foundation and Councilwoman Schutzer to maximize ideas to get a plan in place.

New Business — Christine suggested reintroducing the Adopt-a-Neighbor Program, which had
been an event suggested by HRAC prior to COVID. Christine shared that even though the old
iteration of that program is not possible due to a variety of problems that came up, she feels that
it would be worth reworking to better assist elderly, ill or disabled people in town. Adam
suggested something to promote “Be Kind to Your Neighbor” event, where we promote
independent townspeople to connect with each other to complete tasks identified by neighbors
with special needs. Joanna suggested a Facebook Event page, “Freehold Borough Neighbors in
Need” and picking a day/weekend, etc. to allow connections to be made. Adam suggested aiming
for late spring for this type of event. Committee members agreed to think more about the
logistics and discuss this again in future meetings. Joanna suggested partnering with Casa
Freehold to sell garden flags on behalf of the HRAC and offered to suggest the idea at a meeting
they were both scheduled to attend later in the week. Carrie expressed appreciation and offered
to drop any amount off to Casa Freehold when convenient. Joanna also reported back on a
magazine launch that was held by Casa Freehold, an event that she, Claire and Adam attended on
behalf of HRAC after a formal invitation was sent to the committee. All attendees indicated the
event went well and was enjoyed by all.

Next HRAC meeting is September 7, 2023.

Meeting adjourned at 7:14pm



