Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
September 7, 2023

In-person attendance: Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Councilman Adam Reich, Christine
Gregory, Margaret Rogers; Virtual attendance: Joanna Connelly, Wanda Richards-Clarke
Not in attendance: Claire Morales, Rev. Ron Sparks, Faith Edwards, Elisha Carter, Wagner
Menendez, Sgt. Santana.

Meeting called to order 6:09pm

9/11 Commemoration — Schedule is completed and flyer will be completed and available for
pickup on Friday. Jenny will pick up and prepare programs for distribution at the event. 8:30am
start scheduled with introductory remarks. All are invited to attend.

PB Presentation — Carrie confirmed officially that the proposal for the wayfinding kiosk,
sponsored by the HRAC was formally approved to be put on the ballot. There will be a town hall
meeting on September 14" at Borough Hall at which time each project can be presented to the
public with opportunities to provide information and answer questions. Voting officially starts on
September 16",

Latino Festival/Hispanic Heritage Month — Saturday September 16", HRAC has a table to
promote the PB proposal, share information on the committee and hopefully sell more garden
flags. Carrie encouraged committee members to come and spend time at the table during the
event. Carrie and Adam also shared that Dolly from Casa Freehold inquired about a Hispanic
Heritage Month flag raising, but due to time constraints it was decided to offer a Proclamation
honoring Hispanic Heritage Month during Latino Festival. Planning for next year, Dolly and the
Borough hope to put together a quilt or flag made of the flags of each country celebrated during
Hispanic Heritage Month at Borough Hall all month.

Succession Planning — Carrie shared that she plans on stepping down as Chair at the end of the
year, noting that she will still be on the committee (as long as she remains appointed) but feels
that sharing that responsibility with other people on the committee ensures that there are fresh
ideas and help others get the experience. Carrie also shared that it is important to allow someone
of color to have access to the role. At this time no one volunteered to fill the role, but Adam
encouraged all committee members to talk to their networks and see if they know people who
would want to be involved in the committee.

Olde Freehold Day Conversation — Carrie and Adam discussed revisiting the plan for a
conversation with the Olde Freehold Day committee in regards to community concerns about old
outdated language and how to modernize the event with education and other inclusive
ideas/language. Adam and Carrie will reach out to

Revised Adopt-a- Neighbor Program — Adam revisited Christine’s suggestion of reintroducing
an Adopt-a-Neighbor program, tasking her with creating an outline of a simple event that can be
planned to bring neighbors together. Some suggestions included a Facebook page, a care
package drop-off, etc. Christine agreed to think over some options and come back to the



committee with more information. Adam suggested that planning start in January for a spring
event.

Winter Walking Tour — Adam suggested that the theme of this year’s walk be Educational
Institutions, which would combine well with the plan to end the tour at the library. Committee
discussed a variety of locations that could be considered, planning on utilizing a shuttle bus with
staggered schedules for each location to ensure people were able to attend given the distance
between some locations. Jenny agreed to check in with the updated details at the next Library
Trustee meeting and update the HRAC committee with any news on the renovation and timeline
of completion.

New Business — Joanna reported that Casa Freehold is having their first-ever gala on November
11" from 6-11pm, $100/ticket at Crossroads, all are invited to attend. Joanna also asked for
advice on who to contact regarding school drop-off concerns reported to her by a member of the
community. Adam suggested they reach out to the principals, Mr. Brovack or Mr. Mulhern or the
superintendent, Dr. Tomazic. Joanna also indicated that the teen group at Casa Freehold is
looking to learn more about grant writing. Margaret suggested they reach out to Freehold
Borough Educational Foundation, as they have had some experience in the past.

Next HRAC meeting is October 5, 2023.

Meeting adjourned at 7:05pm



