Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
December 7, 2023

In-person attendance: Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Councilman Adam Reich, Christine
Gregory; Virtual attendance: Claire Morales, Rev. Ron Sparks, Margaret Rogers, Wanda
Richards-Clarke, Faith Edwards, Elisha Carter; Not in attendance: Joanna Connelly, Wagner
Menendez, Sgt. Santana; Guest attendees: Nolan Higgins, Diane Vistein

Meeting called to order 6:07pm

DE&I Project — Carrie reported that she had been in touch with Margaret, who had to drop off
the call for a few minutes, who reported that the DE&I proposal in collaboration with Nye Jones
is still in progress and will be brought to the committee as information becomes finalized.
Margaret joined the meeting again and confirmed that the program is being reworked to include
quarterly programming instead of monthly, and that she is looking for grant funding to support
the proposal and program.

Pen Pal Event — Carrie reported that the Superintendent Michael is starting to settle in to her
new position and that she and Adam hope to connect with her in January.

Adopt-A-Neighbor — Christine suggested checking in with people in the senior center to see if
people there would like to volunteer saying the rosary. She also reiterated the idea to give
plants/flowers/cards to people who could use cheering up. Diane suggested partnering with the
local schools, Boy Scouts, etc. to see if any children needed community service hours to help or
visit community members. Adam indicated that there have been restrictions on certain events due
to liability issues. Jenny suggested partnering with other committees to find ways to incorporate
seniors, using a senior book clue via the library as an example.

Winter Walking Tour — Adam reported that he had been working with Nolan Higgins, Diane
Vistein and Kevin Coyne (not present) to discuss more details on the tour itself. Adam reported
that Kevin provided a list of locations in the Borough to highlight the history of education in
Freehold Borough. Group members discussed possible route options, thoughts on starting at the
library itself vs. ending at the library, and the importance of including locations “off Main
Street” to ensure it is inclusive. Adam included suggestion of offering transportation, switching
gears from a “walking tour” to a “historical tour” and getting a bus/trolley. HPC remains
agreeable to provide additional details and information on the selected sites. Nolan reported the
estimated time for the tour would be around 2 hours. Adam agreed to do some research on the
transportation options and bring it back to the group for further discussion.

New Business —Adam shared again about the upcoming Wreaths Across America event on
December 16" — both at Elks Point and Squirreltown Cemetery.

Approval of Minutes - committee members present unanimously approved the November
minutes.

Next HRAC meeting is January 4, 2024. Meeting adjourned 7:09pm.



