Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
February 2, 2023

In attendance: Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Councilman Adam Reich, Claire Morales,
Christine Gregory, Margaret Rogers, Faith Edwards, Joanna Connelly (ad hoc member)

Not In Attendance: Elisha Carter, Wanda Richards-Clarke, Wagner Menendez, Sgt. Santana,
Rev. Ron Sparks

Meeting called to order 6:07pm.

HRAC Committee Membership and Leadership Updates — Carrie Conger introduced Joanna
Connelly as a new ad-hoc member of the committee, pending Mayor’s approval. Councilman
Adam Reich stated that all who wish to join committees should submit intent via the Citizens
Service Act Application for Appointment, which is available on the Borough Website
(www.freeholdboroughnj.gov/government/forms/clerk/783-application-citizen-service-act/file)
and this form is then reviewed and approved by the Mayor. Current committee members are
encouraged to direct all interested members of the community to this form to begin the process
of being approved for appointments. Claire Morales was officially reappointed as Vice Chair of
the HRAC with unanimous approval.

Moment of Silence — Christine Gregory recognized the recent murder of Sayerville
Councilwoman Eunice Dwumfour. Christine proposed that the committee have a moment of
silence to honor her service to the community. Committee approved and moment of silence was
taken accordingly.

Approval of Minutes — committee members voted unanimously to approve January minutes.

Equality Initiative — Jenny Conger reported that Annette Jordan was contacted regarding the
remaining stock of lawn signs and she suggested to reach out to Steve Gallo to get a count on
how many were left, and whether or not a small budget would be available to supplement, if
needed. Margaret Rogers agreed with trying to use existing stock, if needed. Adam suggested a
design contest for new signs if remaining stock is low. The hope is that the Equality Initiative
can be relaunched with these signs. Margaret suggested tying in the relaunch with an African-
American History Celebration scheduled for mid-March by Court Street School which will be
held at Reformed Church of Freehold.

2023 HRAC Calendar Events — Carrie suggested having Human Relations Advisory
Committee members attend multiple events. Adam suggested having updated brochures to
provide as we table and/or attend events representing the committee. Adam also suggested
reaching out to other Human Relations Committees in other towns to see what kind of materials
they provide as well. Carrie suggested that being more visible, having an increased presence, will
allow for productive conversations with community members.

HRAC Facebook Page — Carrie is still working on the HRAC Facebook page and will share
with all once completed.



Participatory Budget Project — Carrie reported that the Participatory Budget Committee (PB) is
resuming their meetings in January and are looking to other committees for submissions,
encouraging HRAC to consider options. Adam updated committee on the possibility of a mixed-
media information kiosk, sharing information on a company called Meridian Kiosks, who
specializes on digital outdoor kiosks that would be self-sustaining once set up. Benefits include
having updated information available to visitors and community members as well as ways to tie
in commerce. Adam agreed to reach out to them to determine pricing on different models.
Joanna recalled having previously reviewed different types of kiosks in past PB events and
Carrie agreed to forward any information she may still have from past submissions. Claire
Morales asked if there was a way to have the kiosk installed regardless of whether or not it is
approved as a PB project and Adam suggested that it might be something that may be grant-
eligible and that this could be explored in the future if there is enough interest.

Values Act — Carrie mentioned that Dolly at Casa Freehold has been in communication in
regards to the Values Act, which appoints certain cities as “safe havens” for immigrants. Carrie
indicated that she would try to speak with the Mayor about the benefits of these policies given
the large immigrant population in the Borough and provide an update to the committee.

LGBTQ Event — Carrie also spoke with Dolly about partnering with their LGBTQ+ group
and/or Dr. Howe and the school district to sponsor an event in June. Carrie also suggested a
proclamation by the mayor and council in support of LGBTQ+ community members. Adam
suggested a small fundraiser by selling pride garden flags for $15-$20 each with profits donated
to local LGBTQ+ groups or causes. Adam and Claire discussed incorporating Freehold Borough
into the pride design/logo to personalize it in support of the Borough. Adam will look into the
rules about fundraising and how it may apply to HRAC.

Next HRAC meeting is March 2, 2023 at 6:00pm at Borough Hall.

Meeting adjourned 7:02pm.



