Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
August 1, 2024

In attendance: Carrie Conger, Jenny Conger, Councilman Adam Reich, Christine
Gregory, Margaret Rogers, Wanda Richards-Clarke, Elisha Carter (by phone) and Maleah Evans
(by phone); Not in attendance: Faith Edwards, Joanna Connelly, Lt. Santana, Claire Morales, Rev.
Ron Sparks, Margaret Rogers.

Meeting called to order 6:01pm

Walking Tour — Jenny reported that the estimated completion of construction at the library
remains delayed until at least August.

Pen-Pal Update — Carrie will be working with Ms. Michael to discuss updates on the
programming to connect the school children to the local seniors. She hopes to have an update for
the committee by next month.

Befriend-A-Neighbor — Carrie also reported that she and Maleah will be connecting in the coming
weeks to further discuss the letter/card writing program and finalize locations for the drop boxes.

HRAC Participatory Budget Submission — Adam has submitted the HRAC PB submission of a
wayfinding station (digital information kiosk), which was initially submitted last year but did not
win. The committee hopes to get more movement on votes for this project this year.

Olde Freehold Day — Wanda met with Kevin Coyne to discuss Freehold history and specifically
the Black experience in Freehold Borough’s history, all the way back to the Revolutionary War.
Wanda shared that the OFD subcommittee (Maleah, Wanda, Elisha and Margaret) did additional
research and will be compiling a trifold poster for display at the Olde Freehold Day table. Wanda
reviewed the schedule of table coverage for the day of the event, coordinating with those who are
also covering obligations at other tables, and all were agreeable to the final schedule. Wanda and
the committee members agreed that this is a good start for the event and that we can continue to
build on this framework in upcoming years. Jenny agreed to bring the HRAC banner and rack
cards, as well as some remaining garden flags to sell at the table.

9/11 Ceremony — Adam has the template for the flyer and will coordinate with the Borough staff
and officials to update the information for the flyer. Jenny agreed to talk to Kathy Mulholland to
see if she would be interested in singing again. Adam indicated that the event will very likely be
held at the firehouse.

Welcome Packets for New Residents — Wanda inquired about an idea that came up in discussion
a few months prior, providing information about the committee and about the Borough, in
welcome packets to be given to new residents. Carrie and Adam indicated that this was something
that was being worked on by the Freehold Borough Democrats and that they would reach out to
their subcommittee to check on the status in the event that HRAC can offer support.



New Business — Adam sent the committee information on the Woodbridge Senior Olympics,
indicating it might be something to consider modifying for Freehold Borough in the future. Carrie
indicated she would reach out to Sharon and Annette and see if this is something that
Neighborhood Connections to Health may want to join in the event in some way.

Discussion on Meeting Format — Adam indicated that he spoke with Steve about upgrading the
technology in the building to allow for better access to virtual attendance, if approved. Discussion
was had regarding the importance of in-person attendance and that virtual attendance can be
reviewed as long as those who attend virtually are committed to full participation. Committee
decided that this is an ongoing conversation, as the technology is still lacking, and Zoom with
video options would be preferred over call-ins whenever possible. Carrie, Wanda and Adam
indicated that rules should be put in place and the committee can discuss and approve.

Approval of Minutes — July 2024 meeting minutes were unanimously approved by those in
attendance.

Next HRAC meeting is September 5, 2024. Meeting adjourned 7:05pm.



