Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
May 2, 2024

In attendance: Carrie Conger, Councilman Adam Reich, Jenny Conger, Christine
Gregory, Margaret Rogers, and Maleah Evans, Wanda Richards-Clarke (by phone and then in
person), Elisha Carter (by phone); Not in attendance: Faith Edwards, Joanna Connelly, Sgt.
Santana, Claire Morales, Rev. Ron Sparks.

Meeting called to order 6:05pm

HRAC Member of the Month — Group photos postponed until further notice, but Adam reiterated
the importance of submitting bios ASAP. Jenny agreed to email the group some templates for
inspiration.

HRAC Social Media — Carrie officially handing off social media responsibilities to Maleah, who
will monitor the Facebook page and other social media presences.

Walking Tour — Still on pause due to continued delays with the library renovations. Carrie and
Margaret discussed upcoming construction at Court Street School, and recommending that the
walking tour keeps both renovation projects in mind when we get closer to scheduling.

Pen Pal Program — no updates at this time, but Carrie indicated she is talking offline with Claire
and the superintendent and hope for an update next month.

Befriend-A-Neighbor — Christine suggested having a drop box at the flower shop and Maleah
suggested two local salons on Main Street and was going to think more about businesses that have
a larger Latino population, Adam suggested Borough Hall and the library, Margaret suggested the
barbershops in town; the project would include writing cards to be distributed to seniors in the
neighborhood, with the option to include a small sachet of seeds to “grow the friendships”

Pride Month Flag Raising — Sunday, June 2™ will be the raising of the pride flag at Borough
Hall. Carrie will connect with Steve to make sure everything is in place for the ceremony. Margaret
said she reached out to Casa Freehold about coordinating a picnic afterwards but has not yet gotten
back to her. Concerns were raised about June 2" being Asbury Pride and that this may affect
attendance.

Olde Freehold Day — Adam brought up having a table at Olde Freehold Day as a way to respond
to the concerns raised to the committee by Mr. Baldwin. Carrie indicated that she spoke with the
Olde Freehold Day Committee and they were agreeable to HRAC having an information table to
provide historical information about the Black experience in Freehold. Carrie suggested that the
table be staffed by diverse people, avoiding the perception of white faces speaking on the Black
experience. Margaret suggested having a conversation with Kevin Coyne, town historian, in
addition to lived experiences from Borough residents. Adam suggested forming a subcommittee
to connect in between the monthly meetings, so that we can have enough people to work on both
Pride and OFD.



Borough Pride Garden Flag — Carrie reported an increase in flag sales after the price was dropped
for the spring

Declaration of Independence — Adam reported that HRAC is still involved in the event, but from
a planning purpose, Kevin Coyne indicated he would handle the arrangements. Adam agreed to
partner with him in the event that he needs any additional support and reach out to the committee
if needed. Adam confirmed that Jimmy Armor will be on site to sing the national anthem.

New Business — Wanda discussed the possibility of connecting with the VA to plan a veteran-
friendly event in the Borough. Adam suggested she connect with Jeff Cantor, founder of the NJ
State Veterans Chamber of Commerce. Committee members discussed other ways to connect
and/or incorporate local veterans into Borough programming.

Improved Committee Communication — committee decided it would be more effective to utilize
a WhatsApp chat instead of text messaging and emails, as it is easier and more dynamic. Maleah

agreed to set it up.

Approval of Minutes — April 2024 meeting minutes were unanimously approved by those in
attendance.

Next HRAC meeting is June 6, 2024. Meeting adjourned 7:19pm.



