Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
September 5, 2024

In attendance: Jenny Conger, Christine Gregory, Claire Morales, Councilman Adam Reich,
Carrie Conger Lt. Santana, Maleah Evans (via phone) and Elisha Carter (via phone)

Not in attendance: Wanda Richards-Clarke, Faith Edwards, Joanna Connelly, Rev. Ron Sparks,
Margaret Rogers,

Meeting called to order 6:00pm

HRAC Committee Member Spotlight — Monthly spotlights have begun being posted. Rev. Ron
Sparks was June, Claire Morales was July, Elisha Carter is late August through September.

9/11/24 Ceremony review program details for Wednesday’s event at the Firehouse

Walking Tour — Delayed pending completion of Library renovations and Court Street School
HVAC work being scheduled.

Befriend-A-Neighbor — Maleah and Carrie will continue to flesh out ideas to get the program off
the ground to get businesses to participate etc.

Flag Sales — Still many left in stock.

Olde Freehold Day — Thank you to all who participated in the event and those who prepared the
exhibit items. Feedback was received regarding the timeline exhibit of the racial discord in the
Borough’s history as quite informative. The exhibit will be expanded going forward.

Latino Fest - Due to the large number of vendors wishing to participate this year, the festival
organizers have notified us that HRAC will have to share a table with the Recreation Commission
this year. Similar exhibit items will be displayed as were used at Olde Freehold Day. Jenny has
purchased plexiglass document holders and will have the flyers etc.

Margaret will look into getting information on the Latino experience in the history of the Borough
to include in the exhibit.

Elisha will bring airbrush equipment for temporary tattoos to attract visitors to the booth.

Neighborhood Connections to Health (NCTH) — Organization has reached out to the Committee
for a letter of support regarding their upcoming grant application. Letter will focus on the positive
social experience and opportunities provided by their Freehold Intergenerational Community
Council (FICC) and our collaboration with their organization regarding the upcoming Pen-Pal
program between the senior citizens and the 8" Grade students at Freehold Intermediate School.



Pen-Pal Program — Carrie will get an update from Superintendent Michael shortly. Mrs. Michael
has spoken with FICC and her staff recently to get the ball rolling for the start of the school year.

Police Request Assistance — Lt. Santana discussed the mental health crisis facing all communities
and how it impacts the Borough and the police force. He would like to have the officers get training
from the Mental Health Professional and Social Worker’s perspective on how to approach these
individuals for the benefit and safety of the person and the officers. Jenny Conger works in that
field and can contact someone who may be able to provide such training.

Not enough of the community is aware of the 988 call center for mental health issues and continue
to call 911, which may not always be the best course of action depending on the individual and the
situation.

Lt. Santana says it would be ideal if there was a community registry for those with known mental
illness issues, similar to the registry for Autistic or Special Needs citizens, so that if a call comes
in, the officers can see the note in the system and any specific handling advice for that person. It
could make for healthier and safer interactions, benefitting the person as well as the officers
involved.

Other — Discussion on what tech we can use going forward to assist with virtual attendance of
Committee meetings with a preference for in-person or video, so we can see when someone wants
to speak etc. May set up a Zoom via a laptop or cell phone with a portable wi-fi speaker to improve
audio quality.

Next HRAC meeting date has been changed from October 3, 2024 to October 10, 2024 due to
Rosh Hashanah

Meeting adjourned 7:15pm.



