Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting
October 10, 2024

In attendance: Jenny Conger, Christine Gregory, Claire Morales, Councilman Adam Reich,
Wanda Richards-Clarke, Maleah Evans, Rev. Ron Sparks and Councilwoman Margaret Rogers

Not in attendance: Carrie Conger, Elisha Carter, Joanna Connelly, Lt. Santana and Faith
Edwards

Meeting called to order 6:03pm

HRAC Committee Member Spotlight — Monthly spotlights have begun being posted. Rev. Ron
Sparks was June, Claire Morales was July, Elisha Carter was late August through September.
Jenny Conger is October/November.

9/11/24 Ceremony went well and the singer, Rebecca Bass will be invited to sing at other events
such as the Fourth of July reading of the Declaration of Independence

Walking Tour — Delayed pending completion of Library renovations and Court Street School
HVAC work being scheduled. Tour to potentially take place in Spring or early Summer 2025.

Adam suggested that in the future, the Committee alternate years for walking tours and topics can
range from education to holiday etc, but not be consecutive years, to avoid tour saturation in town
and allow for us to concentrate on other activities.

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion - Margaret would like to see the Committee focus more on DEI
initiatives in the coming year. Margaret wants the Committee to initiate educational projects in
addition to attending other organizations’ functions. Understanding that we do not have a budget
to use at this time, perhaps the Committee can partner with some other organizations in town that
can assist in creating initiatives. Perhaps creating displays to be put in the Library and Borough
Hall lobby each month or season that highlights a specific cultures or themes corresponding with
things such as Black History Month, Women’s History Month, Latino Heritage, etc Expressed the
need to invest in the lesser included residents to adhere to the motto of All Are Welcome Here.

Concerns were raised that more people are needed to help these ideas come to fruition or else too
much falls on the same individuals to get it done. Potential need to make a schedule of
assignments.

Jenny mentioned how her workplace sends out blast emails reminding everyone of the concept of
the month/season. For example, they note it is Black History month and supply a reading list,
movie titles, websites and multimedia items for people to peruse at their leisure

Wanda suggests a Standard Operation Procedure manual or Action Plan be put in place for all of
the activities the Committee puts together so they can be easily replicated in the future.



Most of the actions are outlined in prior meeting minutes and can be referred to or compiled
separately.

Befriend-A-Neighbor — Maleah and Carrie were to continue to flesh out ideas to get the program
off the ground to get businesses to participate etc. New ideas were discussed that potentially change
the course of the program still yet to be developed. Confusion over who would be writing letters
and who would be receiving them occurred - trying to figure out how to know how many letters
would be received versus how many would be welcomed and how to reach seniors that are not in
senior living communities but private residences in town.

Ideas ranged. There is a group conducting crocheting classes with Seniors and children monthly
coming up. Suggestion was made to ask those children to fill out post cards with a template
prepared by HRAC to give to the seniors they are working with on the project.

Suggestion was made to just have cards/post cards in goody bags on hand to pass out to interested
seniors at various town events where the HRAC has a table. The bags could contain discount cards
to local stores, seed packets or small tokens/items of interest that correspond to the event.

Adam reminded the group of the mock-up flyer he designed for the smiles for seniors program
similar to Matawan Borough’s holiday program.

An additional idea raised by Margaret was to start writing letters of encouragement to be included
in the prisoner release packages that inmates receive upon their release back into society. Ron will
reach out to the Monmouth County Correctional Institution’s Chaplain to see what they put into
the packets and whether such letters are something that could be included.

Budget — Adam will put in a request to Borough Administration for a small budget for the
committee to be able to purchase necessary items and to cover printing costs of the educational
displays etc.

Flag Sales — Still available for sale

Pen-Pal Program — No update at this time as Superintendent Asia Michael has had other time
commitments.

Next HRAC meeting date November 7, 2024.

Meeting adjourned 6:58pm.



