
Freehold Human Relations Advisory Committee (HRAC) Meeting 
December 5, 2024 

 
In attendance: Jenny Conger, Christine Gregory, Claire Morales, Councilman Adam Reich, and 
Councilwoman Margaret Rogers  
Virtual attendance: Rev. Ron Sparks, Wanda Richards-Clarke and Maleah Evans 
  
Not in attendance: Carrie Conger, Elisha Carter, Joanna Connelly, Lt. Santana and Faith 
Edwards 
 
Meeting called to order 6:05pm 
 
 
Adam and Margaret note that Borough Council Reorganization Meeting is Sunday, January 5, 
2025 
 
Claire suggested a review of the establishing ordinance to gear our efforts closer to the stated 
purpose and to expand our DEI initiatives  
 
Unity Day March  - Margaret recommends that in the spirit of the ordinance and the mission of 
the Committee that we have the Borough Council authorize and designate, by Resolution or 
Proclamation, a Unity Day, preferably the first Saturday of April of each year.   
 
The HRAC will invite as many local organizations as possible and the public to participate in a 
Unity Walk.  For example, we can invite NCTH, Casa Freehold, CARC, The Latino Coalition, 
Monmouth County Diversity Alliance, Representatives from Monmouth ACTS, local houses of 
worship, the Freehold Borough School District etc. We will advertise it via social media and the 
Borough email notification system.  Those we invite willing to participate can also advertise it on 
their social media to expand reach.  
 
Wanda suggests we need to come up with some sort of statement outlining what we mean by Unity. 
 
We can use language that exists in the existing HRAC ordinance and from the potential Resolution 
establishing Unity Day. 
 
The HRAC banner can be carried during the walk. 
 
Advertising will be in English and Spanish. 
 
First year suggested route would be from Court Street School to the Borough Library.  Have 
someone speak briefly at the beginning and/or end of the route.  Emphasize our community’s 
strength in its diversity.  That we welcome and support our community.   
 
The Committee can present the plan at the Council meeting of 1/21/25.   
 
Margaret will look up sample Resolutions for Unity Day to bring before the Council.  



 
Claire will check with Borough Little League to make sure Unity Walk does not conflict with their 
opening day parade 
 
Margaret expresses need for more new members to join the Committee.  She will reach out where 
she can.  All members are continuing to seek others as well. 
 
Year in Review - Committee reviewed prior meeting minutes to reflect on what was accomplished 
over the year and what we can improve upon. Bullet points were presented.  
 
Jenny stated that her colleague, Nick and Lt. Santana discussed the potential for free training to 
the Police Department for dealing with special needs citizens via the social work/mental health 
perspective as discussed at the September HRAC meeting. 
 
Claire made suggestion to conduct a meeting with all of the Borough’s Committees/Boards to see 
if they are incorporating the ideals of diversity, inclusivity etc in how they develop their respective 
activities etc. or how we can assist 
 
FLC 50th Anniversary Event - Margaret mentioned that we should participate in the upcoming 
Freehold Learning Center 50th Anniversary event in March.  She will email that event committee 
to express our intent to participate.  We will have our table with the display and prepare a fun 
activity for the children.  She suggested getting large paper and paint or ink pads for everyone to 
stamp their handprints onto.  Adam suggested we could scan it and use it as our background image 
going forward.  
 
Senior Holiday Dinner – Members will volunteer to assist at the event with Councilwoman 
Shutzer 
 
Displays - Expand on the content of the displays in furtherance of the purpose of the Ordinance. 
The Committee will continue to be a presence at as many local events as possible where we can 
have a table/booth (events such as, Juneteenth, Olde Freehold Day, Latino Fest, Pride Flag Raising, 
Spooktacular etc.) 
 
Pen-Pal Program – Claire contacted NCTH’s FICC group and Superintendent Michael to see if 
they have made any progress on the idea. They each responded that other commitments in 2024 
took up the time but they will put it in their respective agendas for 2025. 
 
Flags – Reminder to start giving out the Borough Believes flags at various events such as the 
Senior dinner coming up, and to start to include them with the various kinds of awards presented 
for events like holiday/Halloween decorating contests etc.  Jenny provided Adam with the 
remaining stock of flags.  Claire suggested one be placed outside the door of Borough Hall.   
 
Budget – Adam submitted a request to Borough Administration for a small budget for the 
committee to be able to purchase necessary items and to cover printing costs of the educational 
displays, post cards and stipends for guest speakers among other uses.    
   



Borough Motto – Discussion on ways to project consistent public messaging that Hate has no 
place in Freehold Borough.  Once a phrase is agreed upon, advise the Mayor and Council to 
approve the slogan and begin using it on all Borough correspondence, the Borough website, social 
media and on the weekly Borough Happenings email blasts and Borough Newsletters etc.   
 
Claire will set up a poll to vote on suggested mottos via WhatsApp 
 
Minutes – November meeting minutes were approved 
 
Next HRAC meeting date January 2, 2025 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:00pm. 


